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C ertainly the most difficult OLA Vision 2010 goal to meet will be to "serve every child." The OLA Vision 2010 Committee, which I was privileged to serve on, used this goal statement to tackle two objectives. We wanted to highlight the importance of library service to children, in school libraries and in public libraries. We also wanted to highlight the problem of Oregonians, children and adults, who do not have public library service.
It is the latter problem that makes this goal to serve every child so difficult. All it took was one city library to be established in, say, Eugene in 1904, or Salem, also in the same year, or Albany in 1907, to set the model for public library development in a particular county, and we have been struggling with the unintended consequences of this ever since.
What will it take to serve every child in the 11 counties noted above? At least in the five counties that account for 88 percent of the problem, it will take nothing less than some fundamental changes to public library governance and funding patterns that go back nearly a century. Are we up to this challenge? The State Library Board is certainly committed. They were asked by the Oregon Library Association to strongly support all the goals of Vision 2010-in effect, to make them our primary goals as well. The Board agreed to this, and we are very mindful of this commitment.
The State Library has made a major commitment of LSTA funds to plan for bringing library service to every child and every adult before the end of the decade. We have funded grassroots organizations in Lane County and in Linn County to spearhead these efforts, and we meet with these groups regularly. what we have and who we are to create and insure the future.
In Rita Dove's poem The First Book, she says of opening a book for the first time, "it's not like it's the end of the world-just the world as you think you know it." This is why libraries are worth saving. In libraries our task is to make it easy for all to open those doors, one after another, to worlds that alter lives, inform vision, and inspire change in the universe. 
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Continued from page 20 just librarians, but hundreds of dedicated citizens, in organizations like the Lane Library League, the Linn Library League, the Friends of the Fossil Public Library, and "Yes for Libraries" in the Salem area, who are devoted to achieving this goal.
As the State Library looks ahead to our centennial in 2005, I can think of no better commemoration than to be on our way to finally finishing the work that began 100 years ago, a goal that we wholeheartedly share with the Oregon Library Association.
